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The ASEAN-Japan Centre is an 
intergovernmental organization 
established by the ASEAN Member 
States and Japan in 1981. It has 
been promoting exports from 
ASEAN Member States to Japan 
while revitalizing investment and 
tourism, as well as people-to-people
exchanges, between the ASEAN 
Member States and Japan through 
organizing seminars, workshops, 
and capacity building programs, 
research and policy analysis, and 
undertaking missions, publication 
and information services, among 
others.

Your Gateway to ASEAN and JapanYour Gateway to ASEAN and Japan

A regional center of excellence in trade, investment,
tourism and exchanges of persons

The “Visit ASEAN@50: Golden Celebration” campaign was officially launched by the Tourism 
Ministers of ASEAN Member States on January 18, 2017 at the ASEAN Tourism Forum in 
Singapore. Through the campaign, ASEAN will commemorate the 50th Anniversary of  
ASEAN, as well as promote the ASEAN region as a single and united, yet diverse, tourism 
destination.
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Message from the 
Secretary General

Masataka Fujita

The ASEAN-Japan Centre (AJC) was established in 1981 with an agreement 

between the governments of the ASEAN member states and Japan to embody the 

1977 Fukuda Doctrine, which emphasized the “heart-to-heart understanding” and “equal partnership” between 

the two parties. As ASEAN’s remarkable economic growth has caused an economic rebalancing between the ASEAN 

member states and Japan, “equal partnership” between the two parties is now becoming a reality, the AJC is expected 

to play a new role to further enhance ASEAN-Japan relations.

A paradigm shift to sustainable development and new demand from stakeholders necessitate the AJC to be more 

responsive, agile and adaptive to a variety of needs. Therefore, the AJC has undertaken reform for both administrative 

functions and substantive work and reviewed all its activities, taking into account that all activities undertaken have 

a nature that is best exploited by international organizations. It has also mainstreamed the concept of sustainable 

development in all its activities. Further, all activities are now result-based. As a consequence, AJC activities are 

intended to be core-competency based, demand-driven and ahead of the curve.

The AJC will step up its reform efforts to make it more effi cient, effective and useful, aiming to strengthen the ASEAN-

Japan economic partnership and further integration of the ASEAN Community.

The Association of East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) 50th Anniversary Symposium 
IV was held with the tagline “ASEAN@50” 
on March 1 in Tokyo’s Minato Ward.

Approximately 250 people attended 
the symposium organized by the 
ASEAN-Japan Centre (AJC), the Economic 
Research Institute for ASEAN and East 
Asia (ERIA) and the ASEAN Committee 
in Tokyo (ACT).

The event celebrated and highlighted 
the release of five reports that are also 
titled “ASEAN@50” published by ERIA, 
and provided a panoramic perspective 
and analysis of ASEAN’s 50 years of his-
tory and the member states. There was 
also an opportunity to discuss the future 
of ASEAN.

The five-volume reports “ASEAN@50” 
give in-depth analysis on ASEAN’s 
50-year journey in various aspects. The 
reports, introduced by ERIA President 
Hidetoshi Nishimura, focus not only on 
the reflections of ASEAN leaders and 
officials, economic transformation and 
integration, political security and socio-
cultural reflections and the future of the
ASEAN economic community, but also 
the voices of the people of Southeast 
Asia.

The symposium started with welcome 
remarks by AJC Secretary-General Masa-
taka Fujita, who explained that the sym-
posium was meant to consider benefits 
and costs of ASEAN’s regional integration 
deepened in the past 50 years through 
panel discussions on ASEAN central-
ity and its community building process, 
as well as issues related to the ASEAN 
Economic Community by prominent 
experts in the ASEAN studies.

It was followed by remarks by Japan’s 
State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Kazuyuki Nakane who extended his 
expectation toward AJC to effectively 
implement its activities taking diverse 
efforts of exchanges into account and 
continue to serve as a bridge between 
ASEAN and Japan; and toward ERIA to 
continue its intellectual contribution 
for the regional development. He also 
emphasized that Japan wants to con-
tinue its amicable relations with ASEAN 
built up by predecessors and pledged to 
develop the relations further. 

Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Econ-
omy, Trade and Industry Masaki Ogushi 
also made remarks, stressing that ASEAN 
has been indispensable partner for Japan 
since they started dialogue in 1973. He 

mentioned that Japan wishes to main-
tain and develop the partnership for fur-
ther economic integration and emerging 
social challenges.

The panel discussion in the sympo-
sium was concluded by the AJC’s Fujita. 
He mentioned that Japan should further 
seek ways to contribute to the enhance-
ment of ASEAN’s resilient, dynamic, 
people-oriented and people-centered 
community. He also commented that 
the future success of ASEAN in the fast-
paced era of digital economies powered 
by information and communication 
technologies will require continued 
interaction between the public and pri-
vate sectors, as well as the commitment 
from businesses to further the direct rela-
tions among the member states.

The highlight of the symposium was 
the keynote speech by Liberal Demo-
cratic Party Secretary-General Toshihiro 
Nikai. In his speech, he mentioned that 
even though there have been times 
when the rapid expansion of trade, 
investment and support between Japan 
and ASEAN was misunderstood and 
many of the group’s members reacted 
with aversion during the early stages of 
ASEAN’s establishment, Japan’s contin-
ued efforts to promote the equal partner-
ship, as well as ASEAN’s flexible, strong 
and collective wisdom based on its abil-
ity to focus on being realistic has suc-

ceeded in creating a solid ASEAN-Japan 
bond.

“A fixed image of a country provides 
a basis for prejudices, which only leads 
to unproductive results. We should con-
tinue constructive discussions based 
on reality through substantive cultural 
and tourism exchanges that prevent 
prejudices from being formed,” said Nikai, 
emphasizing Japan’s position to further 
enhance its contribution to and partner-
ship with ASEAN. 

In the closing remarks of the sympo-
sium, Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam 
to Japan Kamilah Hanifah, who is also an 
ACT chair, commented that the mem-
ber states of ASEAN have been working 
closely with one another, and with part-
ners and friends such as Japan to build an 
inclusive, peaceful and prosperous region.

She also mentioned that stronger 
partnership with Japan is necessary as 
ASEAN proceeds to the next level of 
open regionalism and challenges the ris-
ing trend of protectionism in the coming 
decade.

The symposium marked the final 
event in a series of celebrations for ASE-
AN’s 50th anniversary in Japan by AJC 
that began on Aug. 8, ASEAN’s founding 
day, last year. It served as an opportunity 
to reflect on ASEAN’s 50 years develop-
ment and to reaffirm solid ASEAN-Japan 
relations for many years to come.

Reflecting on 50 years of collaboration

ASEAN-Japan Centre
(Publicity)

Ambassadors to Japan from the ASEAN member states, Secretary-General of the ASEAN-Japan 
Centre Masataka Fujita, ERIA President Hidetoshi Nishimura and panelists with Secretary-
General of the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan Toshihiro Nikai at the ASEAN 50th Anniversary 
Symposium IV held in Tokyo on March 1.  ASEAN-JAPAN CENTRE
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