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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  

As introduced, I am the Ambassador of Vietnam to Japan and 
incumbent Chair of the ASEAN Committee in Tokyo. It is my great honor 
to deliver a few opening remarks on behalf of the Ambassadors and 
colleagues from the ten ASEAN Embassies. First and foremost, I’d like to 
extend our warmest greetings to all of you present here today. 

As we are all aware of, our Symposium today is one of the various 
activities commemorating the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN. On this 
occasion, the ten ASEAN Embassies in Tokyo would like to convey our 
deepest appreciation and gratitude to the ASEAN-Japan Center and the 
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) for 
co-organizing this very meaningful event. Our special thanks also go to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, 
JETRO, and Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Without your 
support, this Symposium would not be possible.  
 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

Exactly 50 years ago, on the 8th of August 1967, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) came into being. Since then, from a 
fragile institution of only 5 member states, it has gradually developed into 
an ASEAN Community that includes all 10 countries in Southeast Asia. 
Such a long road to a Community has never been a straight and smooth one, 
but I believe that one of the major achievements recorded by ASEAN so far 
is its success in building up a community that is characterized by a strong 



sense of belonging and a collective identity - the most important elements 
of a community, especially in Southeast Asia where diversity prevails and 
we - ASEAN member states - have persistently tried to promote a common 
spirit of unity in diversity. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
International Relations theorists, especially the Realists, argue that 

states, particularly major powers, create international institutions to 
promote their own interests. In other words, institutions are basically the 
tools in the hands of major powers. Their development and existence would 
therefore be determined by states that created them. It is true in many cases. 
However, ASEAN is an exception. ASEAN was created by a group of 
small and medium-sized countries. It was born out of tension and conflict 
among its own founding members. Therefore, from the onset, there had 
been a lot of skepticism and uncertainty about whether ASEAN could 
survive.  

 
Over the past decades, we have not only survived but also 

developed. ASEAN has been successful in expanding its membership to 
include all the ten Southeast Asian countries. More importantly, ASEAN 
has been managed to engage all major powers, including the US, China, 
Russia, the EU, Japan, and etc., and to create a network of ASEAN-led 
institutions which characterizes the evolving regional architecture and 
makes a great contribution to regional peace, security, stability and 
prosperity. These are among the greatest achievements of ASEAN in the 
realm of political and security cooperation.  

 
In terms of economic development and cooperation, ASEAN has 

also recorded remarkable accomplishments. With more than 265 million 
people, ASEAN GDP now reaches almost USD 3,000 trillion, ranking the 
7th in the world and is projected to be the fourth largest economic bloc by 
2030. ASEAN annual trade volume amounts to more than USD 1,000 
trillion and the Association has signed FTAs with all its partners. In 
addition, ASEAN is also seen as a dynamically growing region with great 
potentialities, especially with the third largest young labor force, after 



China and India. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I am not going to brag on and on here about what ASEAN has 

achieved. It is equally important to identify the challenges that ASEAN 
faces today and in the next decades, especially in the context of the 
Industrial Revolution 4.0. Just to name a few: how can the ASEAN 
Economic Community (EAC) become truly integrated when intra-regional 
trade is still low, standing at around 20-24%? How can ASEAN participate 
more deeply in the global supply chains whereas most multilateral 
corporations have production bases in ASEAN countries, rather than 
remaining a cheap labor market? Can ASEAN keep the momentum of 
integration and free trade while the trend of protectionism is increasing? 
How could it accelerate connectivity, in both soft and hard infrastructure to 
connect ASEAN with the wider region of East Asia, and incorporate with 
broader connectivity initiatives? 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

 
ASEAN has not been alone on the path to Community over the past 

50 years. ASEAN partners have been playing an indispensable role in the 
evolvement of ASEAN during the past 5 decades and will continue to be 
essential for ASEAN development in decades ahead. Among them, Japan is 
a strategic partner with a unique role.  

 
In this connection, I see our Symposium today more as a dialogue 

between ASEAN and Japan in which we can discuss and exchange views in 
a very open and frank manner on all the issues that we confront today and 
in the future with a view to promoting our mutual interests through 
dialogue partnership. 

 
Without further ado, I would like to hand-over the floor to the 

respected speakers. And I wish our Symposium today a great success. 
 
Thank you very much. 


