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Your Excellency Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, 
Your Excellency Ambassador Basarn Bunnag,  
Dear friends,  
Fujita-san and  
Dear Ambassadors of ASEAN Member states to Japan,  
Dear friends of ASEAN gather in this room 
 
Ambassador Basarn has already given in a western menu called Appetizer, in a short 
few minutes you will have the main course to be delivered by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan. 
So for me, I am just the sorbet in between. But I want to take this opportunity flying 
all the way from Bangkok to Tokyo to underscore to our friends of ASEAN here in 
this room and in this country what the 50th anniversary of ASEAN means to us. Of 
course it is a time of great celebration and you will see in many ASEAN countries 
including the Chairman of ASEAN this year, the Philippines, various celebrations 
and activities, indeed you will see meetings like this across the 10 countries as we 
celebrate ASEAN achievement over 50 years.  
 
But 50 years is also a time for reflection as to what problems have we faced in the 
past 5 decades, what challenges we faced today, and what possible crisis will 
happen in the future because ASEAN as a community will have to find a way 
forward.  
 
And in just touching on this, let me just share with you a little bit on what happened 
at the 30th ASEAN Summit that just took place in the Philippines. Now the media 
including here in Japan would probably have heard most of the attention on what’s 
happening on the Korean peninsula or what’s happening in the maritime areas 
including in the South China Sea. Because these are important issues and these 
were indeed discussed amongst ASEAN countries. But what perhaps was not really 
in the news was how ASEAN countries came together to think deeply about where 
we should be heading after 50 years.  
 
And let me share a couple of points that will help lay the ground works for the 
keynote address by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan. For example, after looking at what 



happening in the region around the world there was a realization among ASEAN 
countries that we have to implement our agreements, we have many agreements 
in ASEAN. The key is implementation including in the economic area. This is of 
particular importance I think to what the work that the ASEAN-Japan Centre is 
doing. For example, there was an assessment and this was shared within ASEAN 
that if ASEAN can implement all its economic agreements today we have the 
potential to become the fourth largest economy in the world by 2030, for example.  
 
There was discussion that an ASEAN Economic Community that is integrated but 
why it is that we only have intra ASEAN trade of only 20-24 percent. So there was 
a discussion maybe the target should be higher maybe perhaps 50. We have many 
things in place like the ASEAN single window, good plans, the ASEAN vision 2025, 
connectivity, within ASEAN and between ASEAN and Japan.  But what does this 
means in practice can we get the necessary funding and mobilizing resources to 
become a truly integrated single market and production base so that you can enjoy 
ASEAN products and we can enjoy Japanese products much more effectively.  
These were the questions, that were discussed within ASEAN and of course there 
was discussion that we should be prepared to deal with challenges that faced us 
including cyber security, including natural disasters, including the advent of an 
ageing society and ASEAN countries are becoming older and so there was 
discussion on issues like an ASEAN Centre for Active Ageing and innovation 
introduced by Thailand. How can we better prepared for a society that would 
become older.  
 
And lastly there was of course discussion on how ASEAN can managed its relations 
with countries like Japan and other great powers in the region for the mutual 
benefit for all because we are now living in the age of greater tension, perhaps 
greater uncertainty but still with a shared hope and aspiration that ASEAN and its 
partner like Japan can come together and overcome this challenges.  
 
So at the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN there are more questions than answers but 
this is the right thing because if we don't ask questions we can never move forward. 
And with that a brief discussion, I hope that we will be ready, prepared to move 
forward together. And I myself like you look forward to the upcoming main course 
for this afternoon.   
 


